
”The persistence of poverty is also the 
robbing of human potential. Poverty is 
not just a lack of money - it is not having 
the capability to realise one’s full 
potential as a human being.”!
-Amartya Sen 

Poverty is contagious! It deprives us all of the 
poor’s contributions to economic growth, 
science and culture. At FCD, we strive to 
break the vicious cycle of unemployment and 
poverty. 

We are so proud of our group of 95 
graduates: 37 completed the Basic Computer 
c o u r s e , 16 c o m p l e t e d t h e O f fi c e 
Administration course, 4 completed the 
Skillwise MS Office course, 29 completed the 
new Customer Care / Cashier course and 9 
completed the Bake-for-Profit course. 

Our star student for each group was: 
Ntokoza Limba (Customer Care and Cashier - 
top left), Martha  Millward (Basic Computers 
- top right), Kyle van Rooyen (Office 
Administration - middle right), Eric ????
(Customer Care and Cashier - bottom) and 
Elizabeth Heugh (Bake-for-Profit - middle left). 

We can’t wait to report on how well you are 
doing in your new jobs! Many students 

qualified for possible opportunities with Mr. 
Price and others are exploring possibilities 
with TFG. The Bake-for-Profit ladies are 
running their own little businesses. Edwina 
Lindhorst will be working at CUM Books, so 
be sure to say hello when you see her there!

The ef for t of breaking the cycle of 
unemployment needs many more resources! 
Let’s get the new training centre up in 
Fisantekraal by 2015! Let’s eradicate poverty 
in Fisantekraal and surrounds by 2030.
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You are being robbed!

Camron????Damon is now working at Mr. Price 
Tygervalley! Congratulations and all the best!

The Office Administration students (with Zakhe on the 
right) enjoyed their job shadowing opportunity at 
Cipla. 



Education is key - Director’s note

Education is the most powerful weapon which you 
can use to change the world. – Nelson Mandela

FCD is situated at the Taxi Rank in Durbanville. 
Every time I walk through the parking area, I can’t 
help but wonder...”Where do all these people 
come from? Where are they going? Are they 
going to work or hoping to find a job today? Are 
they happy? Do they have hope for a better 
future? Do they know God as their personal 
Saviour? What is that one thing that will bring 
fulfillment and happiness to a person so that when 
you see him or her, you will know they are 
content?” I wonder if we are - and am I - really 
doing our part to do what we can to give every 
person the opportunity to reach their potential.  

Our vision at FCD is to significantly decrease unemployment levels in the greater Durbanville 
area, particularly in previously disadvantaged communities.  Our Mission is to develop 
unemployed people socially, emotionally, economically and spiritually.  We have had the 
privilege to see people’s lives being transformed, not just by the skill they require in their time 
here, but also and more importantly how they allow God to just gently touch their lives.

We are excited about what God is doing and so humbled that He allows us to walk alongside 
Him in this venture.  We are excited as we plan ahead for the development in Fisantekraal.  We 
are over the moon when we find out a student has been employed and we will also be putting 
more effort into assisting our students to find employment.  We are excited about the possibilities 
of 3 new courses possibly starting in the next 6 months and as I come to work every day I am 
confident that God is in control.  

Thank you to all our volunteers and partners who are working with us to do what we can to give 
people the opportunity they’ve been wanting for so long! If you would like to join the team, 
read the article on ways in which to get involved on page 4 and contact us.

Our new director, Mariska de Beer, with Adele 
Smith from TFG. TFG has been a very generous 
sponsor and we hope to partner with them even 
more in future as we refer our students to them 
for employment. 

BUY YOUR BRICK!
With 17,000 more houses to be built in Fisantekraal from August to 
house all the squatters of Fisantekraal, Klipheuwel and Wallacedene, 
WE MUST BUILD OUR CENTRE! The only way the poorest people can get on the 
economic ladder, is with holistic development. Let’s do this as a community! 

The new centre will house interventions as identified by our extensive 
community analysis: Home Management, Wood- and Metal Work, Block Man,     
 Warehousing, Cof fee Shop, Community Hal l , Pre-School, and 
! ! !      more. Reference your donation with BUILDING FUND  r 
! ! ! ! ! ! ! or contact director@fcd.org.za.



 

What our graduates say about us

What our graduates say about usExtract from e-mail written by Edwina:

“My time at FCD has been amazing. When I 
first came to FCD, I didn’t have self 
confidence, I had a low self-esteem and I 
was an emotional wreck. I ended up not 
believing in myself, my dreams and my 
goals. I’ve met new friends who made me 
laugh almost every day, just being 
surrounded by them made me feel good 
deep inside and I will always cherish those 
moments. The values for money and life skills 
modules refreshed my memory because I 
already knew all these things but because of 
my circumstances I blocked everything out. 
Mostly everything I’ve learned at FCD fell 
into place like missing pieces to a puzzle.

What I loved mostly was the mid-week 
service that meant a lot to me. To find a 

place so close to God 
and having to listen to 
pastors sharing there 

testimonies gave me hope and inspired me to 
inspire other people. I would love to thank 
Pastor Grant for his testimony as well as 
Kristen, one of the youth pastors who also 
shared her testimony. It truly touched me. 
Kr is ten ment ioned points about her 
childhood which was similar to mine and it 
made me realize that I too have a testimony 
about myself. And that my past won’t 
determine my future because I can change 
that by making the right choices and putting 
God first in all I do.

I would like to thank the staff at FCD for 
believing in me and for giving me the 
opportunity to help out and in playing the 
role as a receptionist. It is truly a blessing to 
be at FCD. And I know for a fact that there 
isn’t any other institution that will give you 
what you receive at FCD.

FCD made me regain my self confidence and 
today I stand tall with my head lifted high, 
knowing I can face anything the world 
throws at me, beause I can do all things 
through Christ who gives me strength. Thank 
you FCD!”

Edwina found employment though CUM 
Books. We are so humbled that we could 
have played a part in her development.

What our graduates say about us

Cynthia Wondo, a 
graduate from our 
very first life skills 
and business class 
in February 2010, 
gives back to the 

community today. She is using her business 
skills to make  a profit selling clothes, 
jewelry, bath salts, and other things. 

She uses her profit to run Balula Home Based 
Care and Craft Centre in Fisantekraal. She 

cares for disabled 
c h i ld ren i n t he 
commun i t y and 

teaches them basic skills. She also runs a 
soup kitchen for the hungry little ones. 

We are proud of you Cynthia!

Above: Edwina Lindhorst being interviewed 
by Linda Bruce from Cape Pulpit FM

Four years later ...



Ways to partner             Get to know the staff

 

 

• Fac i l i tate the development of 
relationships with employers in order 
to provide our students !with a !3 day 
job-shadow/placement opportunity

• Mentor graduates monthly: Baking 
students with their start-up baking 
businesses, Office Administration 
students with the job searching and 
preparation process

• Order your next batch of cupcakes, 
muffins, pancakes or even vetkoek 
from one of our Top Bakers. PLEASE 
CONTACT:_______??????

• Pray for our students and receive an 
email with specific prayer needs

• Pray corporately as a church for the 
staff and work of FCD!

• Market FCD: forward this! newsletter 
through your networks.

• Volunteer to facilitate a Life Skills 
training session!

• Participate in discipleship by sharing 
your testimony with our students

• Volunteer IT technical support
• Counsel students requiring emotional 

healing (background in psychology 
or social work needed)

It costs, on average, R3"000 to train a student. Please consider a once-off or monthly donation?
Note: FCD is certified in terms of B-BBEE legislation as an organisation for which SED donations 
are fully recognised. All donations received from SA taxpayers are tax-deductible in terms of 
Section 18A of the Income Tax Act. Please send us your contact details in order to receive a tax 
receipt at the end of the tax year.
N.P.O. Number: 067-127             P.B.O. Number: 930030601
BANK DETAILS
Account:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!FISANTEKRAAL CENTRE FOR DEVELOPMENT
Bank:!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!ABSA, Durbanville
Current Acc. No.:!40-7240-8860
Reference:            Donation / Your name 

                Mariska de Beer FUN FACTS

FCD CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 021 975 7764

E-mail: info@fisantekraal.org.za
Website: www.fisantekraal.org.za

Like us on Facebook

    Cheryl van der Merwe                 
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